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by the Dutch confining themselves to the East Indies
and the British to India. The French were the last to
appear oa the Indian scene and for many years they met
with only indifferent success. They were, however, the first,
after the earlier abortive attempt of the Portuguese, to
think of establishing an empire in India. About the middle
of the eighteenth century, political motives began to predo-
minate over their desire for commercial gain. It is interest-
ing to note that the technique they used was almost the
same as had been tried earlier by the Portuguese. Interven-
tion in local quarrels and the building up of an Indian army
trained by European officers in accordance with Western
methods were the two important elements in this technique.
French intervention in local politics provoked the British
and in the sequel led to the establishment of the British
Empire in India.

When the Europeans first came to India, they were
certainly inferior to the Indians in the arts of peace* In
the science of war also, they were probably at first inferior,
but nevertheless finally won in the struggle for power.
There were many reasons for their ultimate triumph, of
which three major ones m^y be briefly indicated here.
The first was the break-up of the Mughal empire and the
failure of any other Indian group to establish a strong central
government. It is doubtful if even then the British would
have succeeded in establishing an empire if in 1761 a military
stalemate had not been created by the Third Battle of
Panipat. This Battle weakened not only the Marathas but
also the Muslims and gave the British a breathing space
during which they could strengthen and consolidate their
authority in the east and the south.

The second reason for the British triumph was the absence
of Indian naval power. The Mughals built a great military
foice but did not realise the significance of sea power,
Among Indians, the Marathas and Hyder Ali had some
conception of the importance of naval forces and sought